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pleasures and amusements of his Court, toyed with Halifax's
proposals for a new Parliament, rejoiced that the ship of State
was for the moment on an even keel, and left the baffling
problems of the future to solve themselves. They did so.
Meanwhile the Duke of York shared in the revivified popu-
larity of the Crown. He became again in fact, if not in form,
Lord High Admiral. The King, resting on his laurels, re-
signed much policy to his hand. He was looked upon as the
leader of the extreme Tories. Had he not, it was said by
persons who utterly misread the forces at work, been right
all the time with his counsels of firmness ? Had he not been
skilful in managing the Scottish Parliament ? Did not his
sincere convictions and his bravery afloat and ashore deserve
the highest respect ? Versifiers wrote :1
The glory of the British line,
Old Jimmy's come again.
Indeed, the ardour of the Tory reaction began to cause some
misgivings among the ablest counsellors of Charles II.
Figures like Roger L/Estrange, long Charles's censor and
pamphleteer, represented at the opposite end of the political
scale opinions as dangerous and odious to the nation as those
muttered by the Rye House conspirators. The lawyer
Jeffreys, now the Tory Lord Chief Justice, whose brutal
nature, savage partisanship, and high professional gifts
made him a perfect instrument of judicial murder, ruled the
Bench. Even those who most welcomed the turn of the
tide were disquieted by its force, exclaiming as they shook
their heads, " This is too good to last." But the Duke of
York, now lord of the ascendant, held a different opinion.
Churchill was by this time in the middle thirties. He was
in a position to judge men and affairs upon excellent informa-
tion. It is only here and there that some record of his opinion
exists. We can judge his politics chiefly by his friends. He
was not accustomed to air his views upon grave matters, and
such letters as have been preserved concern themselves only
with private or family matters. We may be sure that he
1 C//. Feiltng, p. 198.
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